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it contains a body of sincere men who seek to act according to their faith and not
for the realisation of their personal ambitions. Let us welcome those that turn to
us; let us not repel their ad7ances by references to past controversies and oppositions.
The character and conduct of individual Congress workers makes up the real
strength of the Congress. Every individual Congress worker should remember this
on every occasion, and act as a responsible trustee of the fair name and the moral
strength of the Congress. Let us rediscover that idealism which first drew us into
the Congress; let us hold truth as the highest possession; let us remember that it
is sacrifice and subordination to discipline and leadership that give us all our
strength,

GANDHIJI'S RETIBEMENT

Congressmen are now agitated over the threatened retirement of Mahatma]i. I
do not wish to minimise the importance of the matter, but I wish to point out
that Gandhiji does nob intend to retire from politics when he says he will retire
from the Congress nor does he intend to oppose or diminish the influence of the
Congress, As I understand the step which he contemplates, it is intended to
strengthen the Congress and not to weaken it. It is foolish on the part of anti-
Congress organisations to exhult over Gandhiji's contemplated retirement or to
confuse his criticisms with their own anti-Congress attitude. To understand his
mind and his proposal, we should remember the various steps that he has taken in
regard to civil resistance. He first suspended the mass campaign and
restricted civil resistance to individuals, because he thought individuals
may show adequate strength and the qualifications necessary for offering
successful satyagraha. Then he suspended individual civil disobedience also when
he found the materials lacking for successful individual satyagraha. All these
steps were taken without any sense of defeat, but on the contrary ' in the
firm conviction that the nation has discovered more and more of its
own strength and thereby really marched forward. The goal, however,
is not yet reached. The victory of the Congress at the polls and the
parliamentary work undertaken and organised on behalf of the Congress may help-
to bring about a peaceful and honourable settlement with the British Government
but we cannot hope to attain this object or win independence through non-violence
unless we are strong, that is, unless we have realised and built up the strength for
non-violent resistance.

Mahatmaji is convinced that the present Congress organisation does not fulfil the
conditions necessary to built up this strength. He. therefore, wants that while the
Congress organisation as it was, may do parliamentary work, it has to be re-modelled
to develop the strength necessary for non-violent resistance, that is true satyagraha.
Whether the remodelling can be done from inside the Congress or whether he
should create a new allied or independent organisation for constructive work such
aa will satisfy his ideals in regard to non-violence is the problem that is now agita-
ting his mind.

In spite of this desire on Gandhiji's part to reform the Congress and his remarks
about its present weaknesses, let me recall what he had said about the Congress
as compared to other political organisations,

''In spite of all I have said, the Congress still remains in my estimation the
most powerful and most representative organisation in the country. It has a history
of uninterrupted noble service and self-sacrifice from its inception. It has weathered
storm as no other institution has done. It has commanded a measure of self-sacri-
fice of which any country would be proud. It holds to-day the largest number of
devoted men and women of unimpeachable character."

No one need imagine that Gandhiji is indifferent to the fortunes of the Congress,
On the contrary, he continues to take the keenest interests in its affairs as can be
seen even from his most recent correspondence with Harijan leaders in regard to
the election campaign.

GANDBUI'S PEOPOSAXS

No serious objections have been raised to Gandhiji's proposals in regard to the
Worm of the Congress constitution except in one respect, namely, the spinning
traacniee and here opinion is almost unanimous that the spinning franchise would
not be workable. It is really unfortunate that this should be the universal feeling,
it stows that the political classes have not still got out of the dislike for manual
iaaour or that they have no adequate faith in the message of hand-spinning.